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Poland, without, however, forsaking a certain restraint, as though
its leaders were anxious to prevent the atmosphere from getting over-
heated too quickly. Clearly, in Berlin, they are anxious not to be
obliged to act before the propitious moment has arrived.

2. The slow and uneven course of the Anglo-Russian negotiations
continues to maintain, in official circles in Berlin, certain hopes that
had been encouraged by the sudden resignation of M. Litvinov
(May 4).

It appears that, for some time past, Berlin believed in a possible
change in Soviet policy. Very rapidly, however, the Press at least
has returned to a more cautious attitude.

Nevertheless, the fact remains that, amongst the National-Socialist
leaders, ffdetermined to break through the encirclement at any price/'
M. Litvinov's retirement has awakened in certain minds the idea of
an intrigue designed to upset the negotiations which are already most
difficult between Moscow and the Western Powers and to wreck them
in one way or another. Did this idea grow and take definite shape
before M. Litvinov's retirement, or was it inspired by this event? This
is difficult to ascertain.

In any case, for the last twenty-four hours, the rumour has spread
through the whole of Berlin that Germany has made or is going to
make proposals concerning a partition of Poland.

This rumour is so persistent that the Soviet Charge d'Affaires him-
self was much struck by it, and when I met him this evening, asked
me in an excited manner: ' 'Have you learnt that the Soviet Govern-
ment has decided to change its policy?" As I remarked that it was
rather for me to put the question to him, he stated that he had received
no indication whatever from Moscow which would justify him in think-
ing that the rumours circulated were founded on any facts. He added
that in the last conversation which his Ambassador had had with Herr
von Weizsacker on April 17, they had dealt with no political questions.

This evening, moreover, the German Press is showing a certain
agitation because of the resumption of the Anglo-Russian negotiations.
It appears to be somewhat perturbed by the news according to which
M. Potemkin, on his return from Bucharest, was to stop in Warsaw in
order to pay a visit to M. Beck. As though to reassure itself, it
declares that the Soviets are not inclined to serve as England's hench-
men hi Eastern Europe.

This attitude stresses the primary importance which is attached
in the leading circles of the Reich to the final attitude which will be
adopted by the Soviets towards the British proposals, and on which
will depend, to a great extent, according to their views, the strength
and the efficiency of the anti-aggression front set up in the East.
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